COSTAL

'l'url'le sanciuary opens
doors to public

Bédar council put to shame as 'tortoise house' lies empty

* By Emma Randle

THE SUCCESS of an open day
at an amphibdan consarvation
oentre in Tabornis st wee
kond has serwwd 0 highiight
e failure of similisr cosmeil
run grojects to gt up and run

nmne.

More than 150 peopie were
trested 1o an inalght Into the
Uwes of rare tortolses at Arco
amphiblan and reptile conser
wanion centre, & pon-profit mak-

foumd in only two other places
n Spain,
This centre, founded In 2006

rommental sexvice to the public
at a time when other projects of
o slmilar nature but funded by
the stiste are betng shelved due
o lack of funds.

Arco volunteer Sylvia Gel
deard rocently visited the Casa
de Tortuga Mors - supposedly o
ontre  for fortolse  conser
vation, constructed and inau-
gumted in Bédar in 2011 with
more than 80,000 euros worth
of regional government fund
ing

She said "It wan Al besurs
fully laid out, but absolutely no-
body thece and not an animal
o sight.”

CA Nows spoke to Juan
Antonto  Soler,  Independent

Arco velunteer Sylvic Geldeard shows o torfoise 1o visitors of the recent open day

councilior on Bédar council at
e Lo of the inaugeuration

He sald: "All the Instal
lations are there ready and
waiting. The councl says thers
is mo money to run it but the
money alrondy spent wﬂl e
wasted if nothing happens

He added thit in ks opinion
the centre should be seen as un
opportunity to provide local
omployment and attract tour

thon 1ot use it for the benefit of
the public.

Sho sald "It Is & scandal
meally, when othor places ke
Arco and Paws opernte rescus
mices'nanuhr:lpmme

over to  private company
but to date that has not hap

by, the
Anuul-rmrvcub-mn council this week, whe oo
W“m"‘—'

wﬂh “1 trn up 1o il the cont::

cnwvrnmnx funding bas 1o
cdosed (0 the publio

since its completion in March

loat year, ss voported In this

papor at the tme.

Parque de  Fauna

o ;bmrrno some of Spain's
mont charactoristic wild life,
with  mazmagemoent  handed

there wery ordy 3 fow animas
on display and the fiscility »
not fully operational (the ==
tassrant, for instance, tomains
closed).

Aroo sadd it was looking for

arcouspaindhigmatl cam

British Criminals in Spain to feel force

of UK's newest crime fighters

NEWS Staff

wms o tackie throats, incloding
scotomic  erlne,  oriminal 0
nancos and grofity, organised oo
migmtson crime and emerging
thrvaty siach as ecrime

Of particular interest s both
oountries will be cooaine and can-
nubls entering the UK via Spain
fom Latin Americs asd North
ndd Wose Africa.
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